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A reminder of some of the achievements in 2017:
Banbury International Community School
The installation of the water well - my sincere
thanks to Nicola Wilkinson, Nicola’s family and
friends who made this possible with support from
The Rotary Club of Reading Matins. All this
fundraising was matched by a Rotary District
1090 Grant under the banner of water & sanitation

Before the work was complete they had started to
use the well – “Making A Real Difference”.
Liverpool Community School
Water harvesting on the 4 classroom block
sponsored by the members of the 100 Club of
Woodstock & Kidlington Rotary Club with
matched funding from Rotary District 1090.

2 x 3,000 litre water tanks harvesting which
provides water for cleaning, cooking and washing.

twitter: @AlansAfrica

The entire staff, pupils & parents of Liverpool and
Banbury Community Schools wish to express
their THANKS and appreciation to YOU, and the
rest of your supporters, for making this great
difference in our communities. There is now a
better hope for the future of the children. These
facilities have provided comfort for both pupils,
staff and people within our two communities - we
will ever remain grateful to you and your donor
partners for all your support. God bless you all.
Solomon, Thomas (Headteachers) & Fayah
Liverpool Community School
At the end of January work started on the new
library/laboratory block for the secondary section
of the school. It will be about 30% larger than a
standard 2 classroom block to ensure it is spacious
enough for the purpose. To keep costs down we
are utilising two of the existing compound walls.

As with all my projects we make all the concrete
blocks on site. I can buy blocks from a local
builders’ merchant but it is just as cost effective to
buy a lorry load of sand, bags of cement and
employ some local guys to do the job. They are all
from the local community and “buy in” to the
project whilst earning a wage for their family.
We will also be building a library for the junior
school in the fairly near future as funds allow.
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I was really pleased to see the progress when I
visited the school in mid-April. The building was
completed externally whist I was there, the water
harvesting supported by the members of the 100
Club, Woodstock & Kidlington Rotary Club was
fitted, they have just completed the ceramic tiling
of the floors of both the library & laboratory and
are just completing the making of all the furniture.
Lessons at the school are mostly “talk and chalk”
– children just copy information into their exercise
books as they have very few textbooks. We aim to
buy enough textbooks for all the age ranges –
juniors, junior secondary & senior secondary.
This will require a total of 1,780 books to cover
all the subjects taught across all the age ranges.
Textbooks cost just £2 or £2.50 each and the
projected total cost for this is £6,500.

Hopefully before too long we will have achieved
our target and the shelves will be full.

Over the past few weeks the team at Books & Ink,
the independent book shop in Banbury, have held
four “Pay What You Want” book sales and have
raised a total of £540 towards the “Book Appeal”
for the school library. Another sale is happening
this coming weekend and I look forward to
updating you on the progress of the appeal in my
next Newsletter. A huge thank you to Sam, Karl &
Sandra for ALL their ongoing support.

The “Sunny Girl” project
A lot of secondary age girls miss out on education
as they cannot afford sanitary towels during their
menstrual cycle. I have been exploring ways in
which we can offer support in order to get the girls
back in to school on a regular basis. We looked at
both traditional products and a re-usable sanitary
kit that some charities in Freetown are producing.
After discussing it with the female staff and some
of the senior girls, including Mariamma (below)
an 18 year old orphan that I support, they decided
to go down the traditional route because of the
stigma of washing blood in public - this was
largely due to issues caused by the e-bola crisis.

The 3 of us spent a very enjoyable hour in the
local market trying to organise an ongoing bulk
supply from a local trader which proved harder
than I had thought possible. At the 4th stall we
tried I had a very interesting conversation with a
local guy (he looked like a 2nd row rugby player).
However after a superbly entertaining exchange
between 2 guys about sanitary pads I came away
with a really good deal and Fayah, my man on the
ground, said he thought I was an honorary Sierra
Leonean for the way I had negotiated the deal.
The picture below shows some of the girls
receiving their first allowance of sanitary pads.

The project was initially sponsored by “Auntie
Jean” & recently supported by “Auntie Sandra”
two local ladies - “Making A Real Difference”

The project, is in its third month and the school
have reported that the absenteeism rate of the girls
has been greatly improved. Here is an extract from
a letter of thanks written by some of the girls:
“Auntie Jean”, the girls of Liverpool Community
School wish to express their sincere thanks and
appreciation to you for your generous support and
we are very happy to receive monthly supplies of
sanitary pads. You have guaranteed our staying in
school as before most of us stayed away from
classes during our menstrual period. Previously
many of us used just ordinary cotton or cloths and
we faced embarrassment in public due to this and
there were many health issues associated with this.
We will ever remain grateful to you for your
support and saving us from our monthly issues.

Once again I had received a large donation of
assorted football kit from The Club and this was
shipped out courtesy of Westminster Group PLC.

We call it the “Sunny Girl” project because that is
the brand name of the product – very apt indeed.
It costs just 50 pence per girl, a mere £6 a year, to
give a girl a better access to regular classes.
“Making A Real Difference”
Westminster Group PLC & Foundation
Westminster Group PLC’s sea freight container
had arrived in Freetown and I spent a great deal of
my trip sorting and distributing various items.

Wheelchairs, commodes, walking frames/crutches
were donated to a local clinic and school furniture
to the Westminster Foundation school project.

Hundreds of children, youths & adults received
items of kit & once again I must express my
sincere gratitude to Peter Rhoades-Brown and
everyone at the Club for making this possible.
Also thanks to all the OUFC Twitter followers
who retweeted & liked all my OUFC Tweets - we
certainly promoted the OUFC Community.

Momoh – sees his photo in OUFC programme

Pastor Mark was with me, I said that I would help
so we went & bought a real bed & mattress. You
can see from the photo Momoh was really happy

He may not be able to talk, BUT when I presented
him with his OUFC programme & showed him
his picture his face was an absolute picture. He
has a good collection of OUFC tops, thanks Rosie
In January I put a picture of Momoh on Twitter in
an OUFC shirt. Paul, a Hull City fan, suffered
from Polio as a child in the 1960’s and the photo
struck a chord with him. Hull is twinned with
Freetown so Paul sent me a team shirt which I
presented to Momoh during my visit.

Paul set up a “Go Fund Me” page for Momoh and
as a result we have managed to put ceilings in
throughout the house, fit internal doors and install
real windows just in time for the onset of the rainy
season. Huge thanks to Paul & all his supporters.
Ducklington FC

A couple who are Oxford United supporters and
are associated with Ducklington FC, saw an article
in a OUFC programme, contacted me and donated
the team strip above to one of my school projects.
Paul very kindly offered to help support Momoh,
an orphan cared for by a family in the community,
so whilst I was there I visited to see what we
could do. For the first time I went into the house –
a mud block building, no internal ceilings, internal
doors or proper windows. His bed was a “grass
mattress” in plastic sacks on the floor. I cried –
this young man was suffering enough without this.

Willesley Primary School - Ashby De La Zouch
Each class at the school voted on their favourite
book and on a visit just before I went to Freetown
they gave me a copy of each book - these were the
first books for the junior school library. They also
donated a lot of stationery for me to take to the
Liverpool Community School. I also took a “link”
book which I will report on in the next Newsletter

